
University of the Philippines Dilimall
2021 SPECIAL GUIDELINES ON REMOTE STUDENT

I. RATIONALE

The 2021 Special Guidelines on Remote Student Elections is um to
the 2010 Revised University of the Philippines Diliman Student Election CodEt,and was
drafted by the Ad Hoc Online Student Election Committee (AHOSEC) composed of the
following:

Core Group*
• Froilan Adrielle Razon Cariaga, University Student Council
• Jose Marco E. Terrado, KAISA - Nagkakaisang Iskolar para sa Pamantasan at

Sambayanan
• Don Alejandro F. Aison, Student Alliance for the Advancement of ~mocratic

Rights in UP
• Dana Mica Y. Torregosa, UPALYANSAng mga Mag-aaral Para sa Paplipunang

Katwiran at Kaunlaran
• Leandro Rafael Purisirna, UPCollege of Mass Communication Student Council
• Prof. Carl Angelo Caluag, University Student Electoral Board
• Prof. Czarinne Antoinette A. Antonio, University Student Electoral Bo.rd
• Ina Ocampo, Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

* The membership of the Core Group was determined by a call for volunteers, as ~ell as on
an ex-officio basis.

• Paul Daenniell Cuanang, University of the Philippines College !of Home
Economics Student Council

• Lorenzo Luiz M. Espinosa, College of Human Kinetics Student Council
• Raphael Antonio V. Morallo, UP Engineering Student Council
• Peter John M. Burgos, UPCollege of ScienceStudent Council
• Aliondra Shaira D. Serdenia, National College of Public Adrnmtstratlon and

Governance Student Council
• Anne Charlotte P. Copiaco, UPCollege of Music Student Council
• Mario Romulo A. Quimbo, School of Economics Student Council
• Emil Jerico Vila, UP College of Social Work and Community De'-Aelopment

Student Council
• Joshua Ceasar Chan, UP Diliman College of Arts and Letters Student ~ouncil
• Tristan Felipe, UP Law Student Government
• Alexandra Pascua, UP Law Student Government
• Regina Kyle D. Buco, College of Social Sciences and Philosophy Student Council
• Rei Chester Reyes, UP School of Statistics Student Council



• Kian Noguera, UPCollege of Education Student Council
• Einor John Godfrey L. Abad, UP School of library and Informatiqn Studies

Student Council
• Raja Batlno, UP Diliman College of Architecture Student Council

Secretariat
• Prof. Crizel Sicat-De Laza, Office of Student Projects and Activities and Activities
• Ms, April Lanot-Estanes, Office of Student Projects and Activities andl Activities
• Mr. Glenn Joseph Cabradilla, Office of Student Projects and Actiyities and

Activities

A remote electoral process was deemed necessary due to the remote learning
setup amid the ongoing and worsening COVID-19 pandemic in 2021A wherein
students, faculty, and staff of the university suffer from unprecedented socio­
economic crisis. In order to ideally ensure a democratic electoral process, remote
elections are therefore to be conducted only as necessitated by circumstances, and as
decided upon by the student body through their respective student co~ncils and
governments.

The 2021 Special Guidelines on Remote Elections is a special set of guidelines
to be applied in cases where portions, sections, or articles of the 201Q Revised
University of the Philippines Dillman Student Election Code are unsuitable fqr remote
electoral processes. In instances where no alternative is offered by the 2041 Special
Guidelines on Remote Elections, the corresponding rules provided by th~ relevant
portions, sections, or articles of the 2010 Revised University of the Philippines Diliman
Student Election Code shall apply. In instances where the 2021 Special Guidelines on
Remote Elections and the 2010 Revised University of the Philippines Dilima~ Student
Election Code may contradict, the 2021 Special Guidelines on Remote Bectiohs, in the
case of a remote electoral process, shall take precedence.

The 2021 Special Guidelines on Remote Elections shall base on dempcracv in
processes, student democratic rights, and genuine student representation a~ guiding
principles in its implementation.

II. THE UNIVERSITY STUDENT ELECTORAL BOARD

a. Composition of the University Student Electoral Board. There sHall be a
University Student Electoral Board composed of the Vice Chancellor fot Student
Affairs as ex-officio Chairperson, four faculty members, and four students who
shall be selected by the outgoing officers and other members of the University
Student Council.



b. Composition of College Student Electoral Boards. There shall be la College
Student Electoral Board in each degree-granting college/school/instit~te/unit in
the University of the Philippines Dillman, composed of the College secretarv as
ex-officio Chairperson! four faculty members M the
colieqe/school/institute/unlt, and four students who shall be selected by the
College Student Council of the unit, or by the University Student Electeral Board
in case there is no duly-constituted College Student Council therein; !Provided,
that all questions regarding the creation/selection and composittqn of any
College Student Electoral Board shall be referred to the ljpdy that
created/selected it whose decision thereon shall be final.

In case there is already an existing electoral board in a particular cqllegejunit
as of the issuance of this Code, said board shall serve as the unitls College
Student Electoral Board prescribed in this Code and shall disc~arge the
functions of the College Student Electoral Board provided herein.

III. ELECTION CALENDAR

a. Determinationof Scheduleof Elections.The UniversityStudent ElectqralBoard
shall determine the scheduleof the UniversityStudent Councilelections,

b. The election period shall start on the first day fo~ filing of
certificatesof candidacyf and not last more than sevenweeks.

c. First Through SecondWeek Schedule.The scheduleof activities fo~ the first
week of the Electionperiod shall includethe following:

• Filingof certificatesof candidacy;
• Submission of bio-data and pictures of candidates for the [common

leaflets;
• Payment of monetary contributions to the University StudentIElectoral

Boardprescribedherein; and
• Submissionof copies of party platforms or individual platforms in the

caseof independentcandidates.
d. The schedule of activities for the third we~k of the

election period shall includethe following:
• Releaseof the official list of candidates;and
• Filing of complaints against candidates with the UniversityIStudent

ElectoralBoard,providedthat suchcomplaintsfiled after the ttlird week
shall not be considerednor entertained.

e. FourthThrough SixthWeekSchedule.The scheduleof activities for ttie fourth,
fifth and sixth weeksof the electionperiod shall includethe following:1

• of the official campaignperiod; ,
I

• Releaseof the common informationalmaterialson the election~and the



• Holding a University convocation for the purpose of presentinq all the
official University Student Council candidates subject to the r41esherein;

• Holding of college convocations (one in each unit) likewi~e for the
of presenting all the official University Stude~t Council

candidates, and subject to the rules herein.
f. The days in which all of those currently taking academic

units the semester of the elections may cast their votes sha~Jlast from
a Monday through Friday.

IV. CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY

a. The following may file their ceftificate of
UniversityStudent ElectoralBoardwithin the fir~t through

second of the election period:
• running independentlyshall file their carididacyfor

one position. Those filing certificates of candidacy under two or
disqualified;

• party shall file the candidacyof the students running under its
Provided/that suchparty can only file one certificate of ~andidacy

each in the University Student Council. If the party files
a position, the excesscandidatesfor th$t position

USEBshall select at random tthe excess
For purposesof this Code,a poli~icalparty

or more University-basedor coll¢ge-based

University
the

with the filing of their cerJ:ificateof
party that they belong to, shall sUbfnitto the

following/ within the time provided by

• by the Dean (or their duly ~uthorized
where they are primarily en~olledthat

guilty in any disciplinary case of any act
defined in the RevisedPenalCod~;
by the College Secretary (or ttleir duly
the college/unit where they are!primarily
of the elections, that they are in good

•

• the College Secretary (or tpeir duly
the college/unit where they are[primarilv

carrying the normal load prescnbed by



• As alternative to the above certifications by the College Setretary, or
their duly authorized representative: a certification, duly sig~ed by the
College Secretary (or their duly authorized representative) of the
college/unit where they are taking a degree, that they ar~ currently
taking academic units during the semester of the elections*.

* - This is in specialconsiderationfor the grave financial corcerns that
students, at the time of filing of certificatescandidacies,who are unable
to resolve their outstanding tuition and other school fee$ may be
suffering due to the economic crisis exacerbated by the ICOVID-19
pandemic; as well as for students gravely affected by t~e special
academicruleswhich havebeenundergoingadjustments fro", semester
to semesterthat the remote learningsystemhasbeen in pla¢ so far.

• Deadlines must be observed strictly. Any request for ex~ensionor
reconsiderationof a late submissionshall be filed with the USq8through
the Officeof the ViceChancellorfor StudentAffairs, during o~ce hours.
No communicationshall be receivedor entertained by any of!the board
members other than in the means suitable for remotel electoral
processesdecidedupon by the USEB.

c. Effect of Failureto Meet Requirement.Failureon the part of any candidatefor
any of the University Student Council positions to comply with ary of the
requirementsspecifiedhereinshallbesufficientground for their disq4alification
from running in the elections.

d. Supporting Documents in Caseof Assumptionof Vacancy.Anyone~ho has a
right, pursuant to/by operation of the provisions herein, to assume a vacant
UniversityStudentCouncilpositionshallnot be allowedto assumesuqhposition
until they have satisfied all the requirementsstipulated herein (except in the
case of one who as a qualified candidate, had already compliedlwith the
aforecited requirements).

V. CAMPAIGN

a. CampaignMaterials.
• candidates profiles and parties' platforms which can help the voters

decidewho to vote beforethe election,and the voter's guide (UPDiliman
students voting procedureflow chart) shall be posted at the ~fficial UP
Dilimanwebsite.

• The official accountsof the OVCSA,OSPA,and all student councils and
governments shall be utilized for the proliferation of alii common
campaignmaterialsof the candidates,aswell as informational!materials

t

regarding the elections. i



• All student councils and governments are compelled to utilize lall means
to proliferate the common campaign materials, and to I treat all
candidateswithout prejudice in online spacesthey manage.

• Blackpropagandamaterials from candidatesand their party {nembers,
especially those baselesslydamaging the character and well-being of
candidates and their party members in a manner irrelevant to the
candidates' platforms and principles-not to be confused vtith valid,
good faith criticisms-as determinedby the student electoral qoardsare
prohibited.

• Eachparty is allowedto spenda maximumof P3.00for every ~egistered
student as financial expensesfor all the campaignmaterials ~sed.The
parties and candidates shall submit a financial report regarding
campaignspendingto the USEB.

b. CampaignActivities.
• As an alternative to room-to-room campaigning, the candi~ates are

allowed to enter online synchronous classes as permitt~ by the
instructor.

• The College Secretaries, or their representatives, are encouraqed to
provide the candidates with contact details of instructors, vtith their
consent, in order for the candidatesto be able to ask for permtsston to
enter a synchronousclass.

• In order to accommodate for the limitations of a remote setup, all
instructors are encouraged to provide at least five minutes for
campaigning.

• There shall be an expandedmiting de avanceper cluster of cqllegesas
determined by the USEBbefore the elections.

• Collegeralliesand/or fora are allowedprovidedthere is permissionfrom
the collegesconcerned.

• The PhilippineCollegianshall be requestedto give equal spaqefor the
campaignplatforms of the parties I candidates.

c. Violations.
• Deans, college secretaries, and the student electoral boards of the

different collegesand units shall be deputized to order the removal of
illegal campaign materials wherever they may be posted. These
campaign materials shall be removed and concerned parties]shall be
warned of possibledisqualificationfrom candidacy.

• A team composedof members deputized by the USEBshall routinely
check for illegal campaignmaterials.The team shall order thel removal
of illegal campaignmaterialswherever they may be posted. I

• Official accountsof the candidatesfor campaigningshall be dis~losedto
the USEBfor monitoring. '



• The tearing down and confiscation of illegal materials shall
prejudice to appropriate sanctions that the University
Board shall impose upon the erring party.

• Disciplinary action shall be imposed on parties that these
guidelines.

First offense - formal warning
Next offense - disqualification of 6 councilors drawn USEB
at random
Third offense - disqualification of whole slate
Depending on the seriousness of the offense, the may
directly disqualify the erring party.

• For independent candidates who violate these guidelines, the
shall be:

First offense - warning
o Secondoffense- disqualification

d. Convocations. The University and College Student Electoral
organize at least one University convocation and one college rnr'\I'lr-::.ru

respectively(in the latter case,at least one convocation in each ....v ........'I-.,
within the third and the fourth week of the election period. vrnuln,o> ...
convocationshall be held later than one day before the elections.

a. ElectionTime. The election polls shall be open without break for
duration of the specifiedelection voting period.

b. ElectionPlatform.The meansand conductof the remote voting nrn,nor

relevant processes,shall be determined by the USEBat such a time
technologicaland logistical requisitesare finalized.

VI. ELECTION

The University Student Electoral Board shall proclaim
candidatesfor all UniversityStudent Councilpositions upon commeuen
tabulation of elections results. A copy of the list of duly elected
Student Council officers and other members shall be
Chancellor. Copies of the same shall be posted in the official
accountsof the PhilippineCollegian,OVCSA,OSPA,and other 1"'It1'1("1:::\1

publicationsper college.

VII. PROCLAMATION OF WINNING CANDIDATES
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